It is difficult to decide by this process during the early months?therefore the longer the examination is delayed, the more conclusive it will be. Dr. Hunter stated that he could not determine at four months?that he was distrustful of himself at five months?but that, " when six or seven months were over, he urged an examination." Having chosen the time for examination, the following are the rules laid down by our author. "Our object is to ascertain the state of the uterus, and this may be felt in two ways, externally through the walls of the abdomen, and internally through the vagina. In examining externally through the walls of the abdomen, the bladder !>hould be empty, the patient in bed, in her night dress, on her back, in a posture between sitting and lying, with the knees slightly drawn up. These are the most favourable circumstances for the external examination ; but we are often obliged to examine without these advantages.
"The first thing to notice is the situation, consistence, and figure of the tumour which is distending the abdomen. Here were all the symptoms of pregnancy, yet the woman was not pregnant. The result was not ascertained.
Our author has thus fulfilled the object of his paper, and observes that, if t',e young practitioner will make himself master of the detail, and acquire a little familiarity with the feel of the uterus in the pregnant and unpregnant states# the said detail will generally guide him right. Some have said that this art ot distinguishing between the two states is a blind tact, gained only by practice, and incommunicable by instruction. To this our author does not agree.
" The period of my life when I improved most rapidly in the art of deciding by examination cases of doubtful pregnancy, was that in which I gained clear and orderly notions of the objects of examination. The faculty of observation requires rather to be guided, than to be sharpened ; the finger soon gains the power of fed' ing, when the mind has acquired the knowledge of what to feel for." 249.
We too have fulfilled our object, and, in five or six pages of our Journal, have condensed the pith or marrow of 50 pages of goodly letter-press. We have taken a leaf out of Dr. Gooch's book?or at least a hint.
It is this :?" pi'0' vided you get the points of the work, the more briefly you do it the better if you are skilful at this, you will find that a page will hold a pamphlet-?an? 20 pages will often hold a bulky volume."?Preface. We are inclined to flatter ourselves that experience has conferred on us somes/ei//in the art of condensing! but, in justice to Dr. Gooch, we aver that no degree of skill, not even that Richtek, whom he recommends as a model, could enable a writer to compres* the matter of Dr. G's book into such spaces as he talks of in the above passage
